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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 



This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons: 
1 [3 Claims Nos.: 8-12 

because they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 
The inventions as set forth in claims 8 to 12 pertain to methods for treatment 
of the human body by therapy. 

(Article 17(2) (a) (i) of the PCT, Rule 39.1(iv) of the Regulations under the 
PCT) 

Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an 
extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out ? specifically: 



3-D 

Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a). 



Box No. Ill Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 
o With respect to claims 1-7 and 13-20: 

All the inventions of claims 2-7 directly or indirectly quote claim 1, and 
it appears that the technical matter common to the inventions of claims 1-7 
is "pharmaceutical composition capable of suppressing the multiplication of 
synovial cells" claimed in claim 1. 

On the other hand, all the inventions of claims 14-20 directly or indirectly 
quote claim 13 , and it appears that the technical matter common to the inventions 
of claims 13-2 0 is "pharmaceutical composition comprising a substance capable 
of suppressing the production of interleukin 6" claimed in claim 1. 
(Continued to extra sheet) 

1 1 X | a s a j| rC q U i rc d additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable 
claims. 



□ 
□ 



As all searchable claims could be searched without efTort justifying an additional fee, this Authority did not invite payment of 
any additional fee. 

As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers 
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 



Remark on Protest 



□ The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 
I x I No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Continuation of Box No. Ill of continuation of first sheet (2) 

Although it appears that the technical matter common to the inventions 
of claims 1-7 and the inventions of claims 13-20 is a pharmaceutical 
composition per se, the pharmaceutical composition per se is a technical 
matter publicly known by persons skilled in the art to which the inventions 
pertain. Further, with respect to the "pharmaceutical composition 
capable of suppressing the multiplication of synovial cells" and 
"pharmaceutical composition comprising a substance capable of 
suppressing the production of interleukin 6" as well, they are a publicly 
known matter as respectively described in JP 2003-89647 A and WO 00/38693 
Al, and hence this matter cannot be special technical features. 

Consequently, these inventions cannot be stated as being linked with 
each other so as to form a single general inventive concept and hence 
fail to satisfy the requirement of unity of invention. 

Therefore, it appears that the claims 1-7 and 13-20 claim the following 
two inventions not forming a single general inventive concept: 

1) invention of claims 1-7, and 

2) invention of claims 13-20. 



With respect to claims 1-3, 7, 13-15, 19 and 20 : 

All the inventions of these claims relate to pharmaceuticals, and 
the active ingredients thereof are only defined by their functions. 

However, since from provided description, what chemical structures 
give compounds with the functions cannot be stated as being obvious to 
even persons skilled in the art to which the inventions pertain, simply 
specifying of the functions is not sufficient to clarify what compounds 
are active ingredients. 

Further, according to the contents of the description of this 
application, the compositions whose concrete results showing the 
functions are ascertained are only those containing nucleic acids 
specified in claims 4 to 6 and 16 to 18. Since there is no description 
as to those containing other ingredients, it does not appear that with 
respect to those as well, exhibiting of the same activity as mentioned 
in the description has been shown. 

Therefore, in view of the way of drafting of claims 1-3, 7, 13-15, 
19 and 20, the inventions of these claims are unclear. Further, in view 
of the way of drafting of the description, it cannot be stated that the 
description is sufficiently clear and complete for the inventions of 
the claims to be carried out by persons skilled in the art to which the 
inventions pertain, and it cannot be stated that the description is drafted 
so as to fully support the inventions of these claims (PCT Article 5 
and Article 6) . 

(continued to next page) 
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As the description of this application is lacking in the support for 
the inventions of these claims, it is to be noted that in the preparation 
of this international search report, prior art search has been limited 
to those whose active ingredients are nucleic acids specified in claims 
4 to 6 and 16 to 18 and rational scope based on the contents of the 
description . 
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